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Failed Redeterminations for Families
with a Deemed Eligible (DE) Infant under Age One
This is a reminder to staff that rules for processing the Medi-Cal annual redetermination (RD) have not changed.
When a household fails to complete the RD all household members, except a DE infant under age one will fail.
The case remains open for the DE infant only, until the child reaches age one.
If Medi-Cal is requested for the other family members after the RD rescission period has passed, a new
application is required. Staff must not process a delinquent RD on the case that remains open for the DE
infant.
Example:
Mom with four children fails to return the October 2010 RD. Medi-Cal terminates for the children ages 10, 7, and 5
effective 10-31-10. The case remains open for the 6-months old DE infant until his birthday in July 2011.
In February 2011, mom contacts her Eligibility Worker (EW) to request Medi-Cal for herself and the three
ineligible children. Mom must complete a new application. If eligible, mom and the three children will pass on the
new case and the DE infant will fail due to overlapping aid because his/her benefits are continuing on the previous
case.
The Intake EW notifies the DE Approved case EW that aid has been approved for mom and the other children.
The Approved EW terminates the DE case and the DE infant will pass on the new case with a DE period that ends
July 2011. As long as the household continues to be eligible, the DE infant will continue to be eligible in the
months following his/her first birthday until the next annual RD in 2012.
Reference: Administrative Directive 4641, Automation of Deemed Eligibility.

S.G.

18-20 Year-Old Applicants Can Apply On Their Own
Did you know that children ages 18–20 may apply for Medi-Cal benefits on their own?
No……….I’m
not
talking
about
Minor
Consent
Services,
but
regular,
full-scope
Medi-Cal benefits. Whenever a minor is declaring to be not residing with, nor receiving financial assistance from
their parent, they are eligible to apply for Medi-Cal on their own.
Any 18-20 year-old applicant who meets the following criteria may apply for Medi-Cal benefits independent of
their parent:

•
•

Not living with their parent
Not claimed as their parent’s tax dependent

As long as it has been established that the above criteria has been met, we may process the 18-20
year-old’s application and determine their eligibility with no parental involvement.
Note: Any 18-21 year old is still considered to be linked to Medi-Cal based on their age and therefore,
continue to be eligible to benefits; unless he or she is disqualified due to excess resources.
(Reference: MEPM Article 8, Section 50351, 50071 and AD 4099, dated 03/12/01)

L.S.

Deficit Reduction Act (DRA) Changes for U.S. Citizen Applicants
This is a reminder that U.S. citizen applicants for Medi-Cal Assistance Only (MAO) do not need to provide
proof of citizenship and identity prior to approval of benefits. In 2009, the law changed to allow the citizen
to receive benefits while trying to obtain verification. The applicant will be assisted in obtaining proof of
citizenship and identity in the following manner:
h The State will attempt to obtain birth match confirmation of citizenship for applicants born in California.
h For citizens who report a Social Security Number (SSN), a data match through MEDS interface with the
Social Security Administration (SSA) will attempt to confirm citizenship and identity by matching
information in their files.
Staff must attempt to verify citizenship and identity by birth match or SSA data match prior to requesting
documents from the applicant. For a citizen applicant who has met all eligibility requirements except
providing proof of citizenship and/or identity, staff must:
h Check MEDS INQE screen for evidence of documents previously reported. Update the blank fields in
the DRA Details screen with the MEDS document information.
h Enter 9Z in the blank “Citizen Document” and “Identity Document” fields in the DRA Details screen if
there is no confirmation of citizenship and identity in the INQE screen.
h Complete the necessary fields for a birth match in the DRA Details screen if the applicant was born in
California.
h Authorize the approval of benefits.
When MEDS is updated with 9Z for a citizen, a request for verification of citizenship and identity is sent to
SSA. In 2-4 days after authorization, the EW must:
h Check the DRA Details screen for evidence of a confirmed birth match. LEADER automatically
updates the “Citizen Document” field when a birth match is confirmed by MEDS.
h Check MEDS INQE screen for verification of citizenship and identity by SSN data match. A match that
confirms citizenship and identity will display 2Z in the “DOC TYPE” fields.
h Document Case Comments with the verification information.
As a result of the MEDS to SSA interface, the following may occur:
If SSA could not confirm citizenship and identity (no 2Z is displayed in the INQE screen), the Eligibility
Worker (EW) should check the MEDS Online Worker Alert Summary (INWS) screen. MEDS Alerts 9050
and 9051 will be posted if there was no match with information in the SSA files.
h

If either the 9050 or 9051 alert is found, the EW must send the MC 239 DRA-6 to the individual and
allow 97 days for the person to provide proof of citizenship and/or identity or proof that the SSA
discrepancy is being resolved. If a corrected SSN is reported within 97 days, update LEADER with the
new number. A new request will be triggered for a SSA match.
h If other acceptable, original citizenship and identity information is provided, update the appropriate fields
in the DRA Details screen.
h If the person does not respond with acceptable citizenship and identity documents or corrected SSN or
evidence that the SSA discrepancy is being resolved, the EW must complete the “End ROP” fields in
the DRA Details screen to reduce the benefits to restricted services.
Since an SSN is required for Medi-Cal eligibility, staff must following existing policies for applicants who do
not report an SSN. Infants under age one are not required to provide or apply for an SSN.
References:
ACWDL 09-65 dated 12-31-09, Admin. Directive 4899 dated 10-7-10, Forms Manual Letter 5118 dated 12-20-10.
S.G.

ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!
ATTENTION!
The Aged, Blind and Disabled (ABD)
category for Medi-Cal is now called
Seniors and Persons with Disability (SPDs).
R.V.
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